


Greetings once again, he said. This is the somewhat delayed 6lct
1ssue of DYNATRON., I had hoved to have it out s month or so ago but
you know how 1t goes, If you really do, let me know, pleases, There
may be too many commas in that sentences I'll have to let Juffus
check on 1t.

Be that as 1t may...and I'll sure be glad when May gets
here.,.this 1s, yes, the 61lst issue of DYNATRON, a fanzine of sorts,
dedicated to the proposition, and published now and agaln by Roy
Tackett, herelnafter referred to as Roy Tackett, at 915 Green Valley
Road NW, in the currently frozen wastes of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
USofa, 87107, Or maybe that should be 87107, USA., Whichever way it
should be it is currently frozen.

Contlnuing with the sort of thing
one 1is expected to continue with in this portion of tlie zine...Dyna-
tron is available for all the usual reasons-~-or unreasons--but mostly
because the editor so wills 1t. A Sample copy may be had for.s..oh,
let's say 0.47 yuan this time except for members of OPEC who are re-
quested to send along one ounce of gold., FEmployees of American oil
companles can have a copy for two ounces of gold. Let's see Don Mil-
ler figure out the price this time,

THE CONTENTS

Cover by Albuquerque's own fugitlive from the Cthulhu mythos, Harry O.
Morris, jr.

Frangz Kafka........--..by Andrew Darlington...............-.-...o--B
(courtesy of the NFFF Danuscript bureau, Donn Brazier head bureaucrat)
Time Lapse.............by Bill Wolfenbarger.}....................-oé
1984 ReVISited.........by Neal wilgUSooooaoooonroooeucnooo-ooc-loov?
PO?try page....Shears. Wolfenbanger, Schwdtzer, hort..........;....8
(Schweitzer's poem was also printed in ASHWING--I think he got

tired of walting for me to publish it. Sorry about that,)
Letterscucocc.on--oo--t

Writings in the Sandes s

...Q..C.'....l.l..'..l.l‘!.l'.l..a..'.."..og
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Jeff Kipper sent along a cover for this 1ssue which I would have used

had T gotten it out in December. It'll just have to waint until next
December,

Waint?
Hokay.

(X) If there is an X in this Space you'd beter.

But don't get caught
at 1ts

Next 1ssue in the spring,

A Marinated Publication Jf dated January, 1975



Some thoughts on
TBANZ KAFKA
by
ANDREW DARLINGTON

Kafka would never have rezd this,

He had a great cynicism about the bress and believed only in its
capacity for lies and the berversion of truth. He died two years after
James Joyce had finished Ulysses, the same year that Thomas Mann complet-
ed The Magic Monntain, He died after destroying much of his work in men-
uscript form Teaving, with instructions that they, too, should be burnt,
three unfinisheqd novels, TLuclily his friend and executor, Max Brod, dis-
Obeyed these last instructions,

Colin Wilson used the example of Frangz
Kafka to 1llustrate his "outsider Syndrome," The strange, solitary
Czech writer representing, in this context, the man whose abllity to sce
beyond the Superficial veneer of Soclety made him a form of outcast.

JQB')
Priestly in Literature and Western Man describes Kafka as a "Czech-
Jewish clerk who wrote odd stories that he hardly ever finished and did
not even want to be published : yet in the thirties such was his fame
that an adjective familiar to everybody concerned with literature (Xaf-

kesque-meaning Symbolism beyongd allegorv) had been coined from his name,"

There are two Ways that these contentions can be tested, by the way
Kafka lived his life, ana by the ideas that he erpressed in his books,
Both paths lead to g composite picture of a man haunted by the almost
bPSychopathic Sensitivity to intangible powers angd unanswerable gquestions,

He was born in Prague in 1883, the year that, in Britain, Thomas
Hardy was writing the Dynasts, He was a Jew, the son of a proud, prac-
tlcal, self-made merchant. His mother came from a family of scholars
g8lven to religious contemplation. He was brought up in the Karpfengasce,
the Judenstader or Jewish ghetto, where he met and befriended Gustav
Janouch, Later Janouch was to publish a book of their conversations,
Many of the people he knew from this time, artists and writers such as
Milena Jesenka (with whom Kafka was to fall in love), Ernst Lederer,
Josef Capek, died in concentration camps,

As Kafka grew, developing a
strong interest in literature, the oprposing personality of his father,
Hermann Kafka, caused many eclashes. As a concession to his father's
will, he studied law, graduated from Prague Universily, worked in an ir-
Snrance company and later at a semi-government officen :His diariies;
edited and published by Max Brod, cover these years and describe his dis-
satisfaction with the clerk's 1ife, Kafka eventually broke with his
father completely, an action that critics have atltenpted to uge to ex-
Plaln much of hig allegory. He moved to Berlin to devote his life to
Writing, His Die Verwandlung (The Metamorphosis) was publisned in 16,
two years after an unsatisfactory rclationship with a glr) he had hopad
to marry. His first published book was Die Betrachtung (lhe Consicderation)

Kafka could not accept truth from g superticial judgecment of face
values., He investigated wnd rejcecled conventional morality, materislism,
gnd ultimately even human relationships. The developing stuges of each
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argument can be charted in his bLovoks, diasries and conversations.

In the
short story The Great Mole he expresses his suspicion of material, in
comparison to aesthetic rewards. The Mole of the title is used symbolic-
ally to represent a cause., A dedication that Kafka suggests is more im-
nortant that the cause itself or the material rewards that may result.
Yo avoid the possibility of the story being misunderstcod as an attack
© any specific belief or ideology he moade the cause ridiculous: a Mole
“lerger than any otler ever recorded. It is put to the centrzl chzrac-
ter, a village school-teacher who has dedicated himeself to proving tne
elistence of the mole, "What if your thesis receives critical acceptance
(What if your mission finds material fulfillment?)? Whet if you receive
medals, a museum named aiter you, a little more money, will that help
the cause?"

On a wider scale the story can be seen as a parable of the
search for truth that drove Kafka, the guestion being of greater imvor-
tance than the answer. An existentialist idea.

It is interesting to
compare the central 1deas of Jean Paul Sartre's Intimscy and Kafa's
letamorphosis. In tlie former Sartre questions the valldity of relation.
ships. He asks, "What if people were transparent like jellyfish?" sug-
gesting that love is attraction to the superficial, that no person can

truly know the essential being of any other person. Love, therefore, is
a conpromise of appearances.

Kaflta goes veyond rumination, although his
story was published the earlier of the two. A salesman wakes up one
morning to find himself transformed into a giant beetle. Kafka observes
?1tbout moral comment the reaction of his faily to this unexplained hap-
pening. Rumour and pathos are blended as the beetle is reviled, ignored
and eventga}ly dies from a combination of malnutrition, dejection and
wounds ?nillcted by its father., The family is relieved at the death,
cannot identify the insect with the person,

m}n1e 3 o]
of human understanding and love, U e e aele
2 His book The Trial utilises a surreal-
i;;;g néghgmarg technique. A man is arrested and put on tvial for a
¥ talig W?}ch he, or the reader, know notning. "Someone must have
i Wase “ngtqles aboyt Josepb K. for without having done anything wroiz
il arres ?d one fine morning." So unfolds the fantasy of fear and
certainty, until Joseph is executed, still ignorant of his supposed
crime, -

Das Schloser (The Castle), written between 1921 and 1922, begins
with a stranger arriving in a strange place withoutgknowing gow'heeﬁas
?rrived Fhere or why. (This idea was used in 1658 by the playwrite
bﬁ?TSCO in the theological play Tuer sans gages.) Again there is the Sym-

1sm of strange omnipotemt powers, unattainable and absolute.

- e ' 5 America
:;gbtlpubilbhed in 1913 as the short story The Stocker, was developed
Aitha most doubled in length, but reuains unfinished according to Kafka.
- ough hgre are places within the developuent of the plot where,

oglcally, it could have ended, this was not Kafka's mothod or aim., It

E?stbﬁen dfscri?gd as his most lLawnurous book and was, bperhans, the one
arg ﬁe gout eprypd writing. It was trunclated by Willa zvnd Edwin Muir
and published in the U.K. in 1938, The hero, Karl Bossnal.. 1orks as a

%;gtgﬁoy in g hotel, describes the endless uncertainivy of human action,
= Svm%oiiun@erlying every posgsills movement., Yet it is not nightmarish
T S¥mpolic in the way that The Lastle is, although certain passages, '

Page 4
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such as the inclusion of Delamarches, hint a% its exister.ce, The des-
wriptive power of the observations is ever more awasing when it is real-
1.sed that Kafka nevar travellad beyond France and Uppex Italy.
Priestly
describes Kaf#a as "not so much a writer as an atmosphere,"
The unseen,
inaccessible power of The Cestle, the cold merciless justice of e
Trlal, the exile of Russiman by ris barents to America can be seen as a
ceament adbout his relationcship with higz father, a relationship never
“ully realised, a power never really understood, but which he had longed
to obtain,
But then it can also be argued that the same idcas stem from
a representation of the Jewish people's search for a comzunity, a lome,
in the face of almost universal repression--Xafka was strongly con-
scious of his Judaism and was s Zionist., His fears can be explained as
the attitude of the "Outsider" to a world he finds at once strange and
shallow, yet necessary, the world of normality., For his was neither a
a voluntary "opting-out" from goclety, nor an excommunication by his
fellows, but something perkaps inhesrent in the nsychological make-up of
the individual that made him feel out-of-step with the rest of mankind,

It has also been said, by Max Brod, that The Cestle at least is a
distorted version of Kafka's doomed love affair with Milena Jesenka.

Probably none of thase idees are wholly accurate, but that some
idea of the writer to whom Wwriting was "a form of prayer" can te gained
by a consideration of the ldeas en masse, '

Franz Kafka died in a small
Private sanitorium Just outside Kierling, near Vienra, on June 3rd, 1924,
aged 41. The "hurger years" of post-war Berlin attacked his already
alling health., He contracted tuberculosis follewing a second unsuc-
cessful attempt at marriage.

Perhads finally the short story The Burrow
can be used to represent Kafka. A creature frightened of perscnal con-
tact with any other rotentially harnidful entity, lies exultantly in its
1solation srending its time thinking of more complex methiods of self-
insulation., Yet aware of the reality teyond that will, ultimately,
explode all around him,

Isolation, to Kafka, was not Just a we#&ikness,
but also a strength, a religion.

i ANDREW DARLINGTON
KERKE

"The ultimate result of shielding men from follyyis teo 11l
“the world with foolsg." Herbert Spencer
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TIME-LAPSE
by

BILL WOLFENBARGER

It came to me like a flash of thunder early one cold afternoon to
-4t down and review a couple of old science-fiction and fantasy mags-
zlnes, 1n a rememberence of things past. There's the 25th Anniversary
Issue of WEIRD TALES, March 1948, which has all the stories new; no re-
prints. Lee Brown Coye did the cover, deplcting some 0ld evil witch of
sorts in a tattered red shroud...part of an ancient town set on a hill-
top behind him, and on both sides, in the foreground, are skulls with an
obviously evil bird perched on top of one of them. August Derleth and
Seabury Quinn present flashbacks on the rich history of the magazine,

Edmond Hamilton leads off the issue with The Might-Have-Been which
1s a poor weird tale and the only thing that attempts to save it is
large pleces of action. It seems hurridly written. Following is H:

Russell Wakefield's Ghost Hunt which is a neat little ghost story about
a haunted house. One of Manly Wade Wellman's better Pleces, The Leonardc
fondache is a tight short story which contains glimpses of genulne hor-
ror, Then we come to Lovecraft's poem, The House, which is about the
ultimate horror of decay. Then there's = story by Allison V. Harding,

a WEIRD TALES author I personally dig a lot. It's called The Coming of
M. Alkerhaus; the story would be spoiled if I told you anything about
it. Carl Jacobi has a good one called The La Prello Paper dealing wilih
extra dimensions--seems to me Jacobi has always been good at stuff 1likc
this. One of Derleth's heavier works ig Something in Wood; reads like a
collaboration between Derleth, Loveciraft and Smith--1t has eerie, spook-
filled horror., Ray Bradbury's The October Game follows and I imagine
everyone knows this one--about a2 litlle boy getting scared on Halloween,
If you read Robert Bloch's Catnip for the first time it Just might make
you squirm a little--this is the kind of Tale he does so well,” C. ‘A,
Smith's The Master of the Crabs spooked me, as his better tales never
fall Ge dpi 1t 1s the best story in the magazine. Second best is Stur-
geon's The Professor's Teddy Bear--it'll make your flesh crawl. Seabury
Quinn has a story departing frou Jules de Grandin, called The Merrow,
and the moral here is that, in the sight of the Universe, man must be
nothing than the fool he is. Hnmme s s Boman Remains by Algernon Blackwooc.
1s the final weird tale in this lssues I wonder where the editor, D.
McIlwraith, dug this one up. It's not a bad story, it's a Pleasant de-
parture from the bulk of Blackwood's nature stories,

And that is WT's
25th Anniversary issue. The reason I haven't gone into more detail on
the stories is because I don't want to spoil them for anyone who hasn't
vet read them and if I told you more about them the would be spoiled.
Not at all a bad issue for only 20¢ in 1948, vou got all those groovy
stories to scare the pants off you plus artwork by Lee Brown Coye, Boris
Dolgov and John Giunta.

Of course that 204 magazine will prcbably cost
Jyou a dollar these Aavs.,

BILL WOLFENBARGEL

XXiix
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1984 REVISITED

Well, it's finally here,
the year Orwell said
all those gloomy things about.
But for better or worse
1t's not the way he pictured it
St e
While it's true we've had
our limited nuclear war
and the disruption
of soclety it produced
called for strict controls
which are
not to everyone's liking,
1t can hardly be said
that we're living
in a totalitarian nitemare,
We don't have newspeak
or doublethink ;
except 1n the ways
we've always had such headaches
and 1f you're bothered by the
thot police
you're probably doing something
to deserve it.
We mustn't forget we're fighting
a war 1n Eastasia
and while we can depend
on the Russo-Furopeans
as long as they're also
under attack,
world conditlions are not reassuring
to aryone looking toward 1985,
let alone 2000, ,
But we must set these thots acide.
If we concentrate on our own lives
and serve as best we can
Big Brother will be proud of us
and who can ask more of life
than that?

NEAL WILGUS

XEXET

DYNATRON 61 Page §



DREAMS FADE, IDEALS DIE

Our one time
heroes now are
dead, else they
sing of thwarted love.
the fire of the
revolution

-3 gone fron

tnelr songs.

our woodstock 1is
already a myth.,
ihe love and peace
we thought

we sought

we never found,
our generation

has grown old
beyond 1ts years.

NICK SHEARS
June,219?2

Love Anti-Poem

VENICE V1SIONS
Venlce is a vision
a holy dresn
in the reazl world--
a transcendence in your eye
a confesslonal fumbtling in the breast
vibrations from God's holy Eye,
the physical vision
a vision in eternity
of eternlty
tearful tender tremblings
fantasy fantastical
in hallucination holy holy--
breath to complete the beling
because aughst agoneys
exlt haunted horey
dimenslons spent with
reeking time---

BILL WOLFENBARGER
August, 1967

”

I have no intention whatsoever of comparing vou to a summer's day

and you don't remind me of the moon at night,

or the sea with 1ts gentle inevitable tide caressing the sand and shore,
or a star fixed in its course, beckoning to me across a cold and

Cr a sparrow returning to its nest,

or a budding rose,
or pure white winter's snow,
or the flowers of early spring,

or anything like that -
those things that poets

You are you
I am me
Love is--

I have never attempted
abstract and symbolic,
simple and sentimental,
or otherwise.

lifeless universe,

bursting forth from virgin earth

to welcome the sun,

write about,

to write love poetry,

For one thing it strikes me as very contrived.,
For another I wouldn't know what the hell I was talking about,

"Why, oh why," you asXk of me,
"do you print fannish poetry?:
It 1sn't good, it doecn't Tlyine
It really is g waste of time, "

jqe)
0
89
(4]
o0

DARRELL SCHWEITZER

X
Ihrs AoEnthatrit appeals to me;
1t's pretiy bad, I must agree.
It nezver will beceome ths rags,
But, what tha hell, it fills the
bPage.
: ROYTAC
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IFE BEADER VIBEATZES OR THEE ETHRR SETAKS
PAULINE PALMER Weid ) TCtiaehe

2510 L48th ST

BELLINGHAM, YWASH. L e sEE et ion e

98225 wondered, Aftor
el pify eV lodssy
others about it and got only confused =

Painlt & Body Shop was funry.

OF SCMETHING LTKE THAT:

T the bit sbcut the Lomas Ayenue
So why did your
PRZEE d - tnauir Yes, s
humor invzlved seemed

4 4Bty
EAL GRS

Eat then I tried to tecll several
tares for my. trouble. .

‘There are

certainly some very welrd pcople around,

bzared in a September issue of PEOTLE
it {in fuct we may be the only two pe
clnusing) s

it

CP T NGRS Sraiftd C ChA LT IRE Tt

And now the following has av-
agazine. 1 thought you'd enjoy

THE LOMAS AVENUE PAINT & BODY SEQ SYNDROME STRIKES AGALN?
"It's all very tantalizing to lea™a that the PARIS REVTEW has

left Paris and returned to New
seem to have been on
Tlgmr /s Phid Conkling, Steuben,
“Write the PARIS REVIEW, 45-39 171

{fActually, there are three of us.
mor.+}

RONALD M. SALOMON
1014 CONCORD ST.
FRAMINGHAM, MASS.
01/01

I thank you for

publication - pro
reading these let
vice, #60 has a cancellation date eriSlg
weeks to get from New Mexico to Ma
tem is going down hill fast - e now
11 a.m, to It p.m. and sometimes they sf
at a time. We've also had packages lef

house--I worder if the mail truck slows
Very interesting item about 4he U,

the end the Indianas
last laugh regarding the slauchter of
1sfy our meat Cravings with the "beefal
falo straln some beople are betiing ou
t4{0h, we read the letters that com
get printed evary time,./,/The horro
Postal Service grow daily,
re~established the U,S.

(cr do they preier

Post Offic
4

PAT McCRAW

-(I_.)G8_ BPIJ.IIIROSE NE’

ALBUQUERGUE, N.M.

87110

courae" and that
Students who wi.re
L3sn, . e S d
and some f thage
A3 a junior high school teacher, I

ticn elasses. Thess students fcoilel bha
5 = 5 -_l’l_ e sale ok N, 1272
tmich jess read the cover); they refuac

use their imeginations,

Simply put, th
English teachers and the

adninlstrators
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stachusette??
get wail delivered anybime {rom
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--Db not in my class,
R el ¢ In the beginning, the biggest prob-
lem for all the students was veccabtulary. The kids couldn't imagine an
adult meking up words to name things that don't exist--like an anti-
gravity machine or a time maclilne cr a phaser. - But once they learned
that these werds were re=zlly easy to understand, the majority of the
students took off on a scilence fiction trek. {(Jf course, those receiv-
ing the F's.néver got thig ‘far,)

Tn ny class, science fiection was never
called. literature. It was simply creabtive~-writing in use; it was ideas
in writing; and this apprealed to the kids., They like to think about
things that they or their parents don't normally thinlkz abocut.

'or them,
science fiction was a fascinating trip, They were amazed that some a-
dults took science fiction seriously and even more asvounded that it
was taught in schools.

These students had an opportunity to ot their
imaginations free--without fear of parental laushter--~-and. they used
their imaginations., Ideas ranged from a gliant marshmzllow that ate a
city to a man controlled by robotz. The students wrote about thein
"worlds" and people like themselves. The way they wrote was refreshing
and in many cases better than some of the garbage we see in VERTEX and
even sometimes in ANALOG.,

{4I think I saw the one about the giant marshmallcw on TV a
while back,$2

i
JACKIF FRANKE I see by DYNATRON 60 that I either respond or
BOX 51-A, RR 2, get booted off your mailing list. .Gee, Tacketi:,
BEECHER, ILL. 60401 you're a hard magn, It's only been four ilssues
sitace “L mrolfes L can’t you give a ‘kid a chance?
Though it is appreciated that, with the paper shortage and all, a
faned has to get paper from whercver and by whatever means he can, it
has been a minor fannish tragedy to see DYNATRON Pale into a searsd
version of its former self. I've nothing againct Vardeman's choice of
color for SANIWORM; it fits that zine. But for the Greenzine? No! Now
it would be more appropose to nichkname it the Preezdne; Corsrpowsibkazy ;i the
granzine, since it's changed to eithzr a greenish Lrown or z btennish-
green. I know it's supposed to be plain ole tan, but somehow the cere~
bral processes alter its hue in trantlating the visual dats into elec~
trical pulses, and I see it atc some distoited shades of green. A dead,
burned-out green, like deserl scruc, btub green noncetheless. It's sowme-
what analogous to a confirmed Nixcn-hslop looking at the Valersmate niess
before quite so much damaging evidence was revealod. No woy conid I
color him any way but Guilty, since my braln was sct up to see him in a
certain light, and nothimng like Tactz wocld change St Gl
Schweitzer is,
of course, arguing from the Eithcr-0r standpoint. And, to a limited de-
gree, he has that right. There arec fans among us who do, indeed, wish

to return to the Dear 0ld DPays of Lhud and blunder space cpera, . Thank-
Tully, thelr number is few. "Put irn the main, those tans who object to
this stressing of "literarinecz" in SP aren't stating that SF should be
Judged by different standurds, ovly Lhei writers who purport to wriioe
SFy chould write exactly that...nct poorly bandanged malnstream failures
bassed ol'f an-EF. Too -many newtr writsrs, 'in perhaps a Seacoch for &
new dimengsion or slant towards the ield, have totally ignored what it
is thiat makes ST, Science l'iction, Tiiey write of alienation, dissolutlion
and apathy, add a few fillups Lo make it sound nct quite like the herc-
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and-now, and call it "speculative fiction", figuring that reduction to
its initials will help sf fans fall for the fakery. And the bulk of
fandom isn't L] 18 L M o sl thankfully.

The mocst solid thread that
runs through SF that I read and enioy is PLOT. -Then characterization,
setting, accuracy, etec., A few, very few, pieces of anecdotal nature,
mood pieces, I like to read, but in the nmain I want to be told a story,
not lectured to, not harangued at, not politicked at. If a writer is
gced, he can do these things, but in guch a way thot they are a part of
the story i1teelf, and so assimilated into it that thay do not stand out
baldly, like warts on skin, but ezre simple subtie shadings of hue and
shadow., There aren't many writers, in or out of S that can do that,
but there arec some. Just because rmost SF is eFEPDy ol VIS cfaDd Decallse
the writers of it don't know how to write well, it dnezs 1ot stand to
reason that, ipso facto, because a person can write, he will write good
SF. There arc persons With aspersions toward literatencss who atteupt
the writing of the Classic YWestern, and have their Hero firing at ban~-
dits or Indians from horseback with a revolver and knocking his targets
off with deadly accuracy. Well, it just doesn't Jibe. No matter how
well the action is described, 1o matter how motivated the hero or vil-
lian, no matter how lyrical the sentence structure is, if the author
doesn't know, ignores, or fakes his medium, it isn't a good story.

In
other words, the reason the artsy-craftsy set are being looked at ask-
anse is not becguse they are daring, trend-setters, or Litixy Peoplesss
it's simply because They can't (or won't) write SF. Sf 1s a gestalt,
after all, and none of lts parts has overriding importance. Surely not
Idea; but equally as surely, not Style. Those who love the genre want
both, and all the other facets that go into it as well., Sometimes,
though, I get the feeling We Ask Too Much,..because we sure as hell
aren't getting it, Or, at least, nct often.

£40h, well said! I think that i3 what I have been Bnydihe. e
get across although certainly not with the clarity and success
you did.//I think thish will probably use up my SANDWORM paper
and the next one--whenever it appears--will be green once more,
//I have to threaten to out the mailing 1list now and again...
Faneds need that response, you lLnoWw.e..and I sure can‘it stand
having the circulation of this thing gettilng much higher than
1t is at present,3}} ;

'l
BETH SLICK I must cenfess a continued enjoyment of Dyna-
9030 HARRATT, APT 2, tron--hut then we all hove ouw wzakresses, In
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIF., refercnce to yrur weather observaticng, I'm en=-
90069 closing a newspaper clipping about Moscow's

warmest Octeber in 100 years which seems strangs
ly contradictory to the overall world temperature drop. As you pointed
out, no big conclusions can be drawn from these limited incidents, but
1t is Interesting to keep track of what is goilng on. {4Moscow's cele-
bration-of the November revolution was, I understand, spoiled by a vast
snowstorm, }3 :

AS_a self admitted Trekie I'd like to let you know there
are a few good ST zines. Ruth Berman's T-NEGATIVE is ohe of the best

and is the only one I'm still receiving. The level of fiction is usual-
Ly high: with articles and a letlercol, Of course, the matciial is all
about STAR TRIK so if you didn't liks the show you'il fecli lhe same way
about the zine. If you have an open mind on the subject L°'d recomuend
it.

fy
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JODIE OFFUTT "Wow! A DYNATRON! I'm impressed with myse%f
‘ FUNNY FARM to rate it. %4Welé, {iutﬁngw h?w T A doy s B il 0
T atec n a CNAaTeee7y
HALDEMAN, KY. 40329 wheels of fate a 7 AR
insightive soul would come up with a new concept in space for Pook
storage! The hell with better mouse traps--glve us more bookshelves.
Our book population is compounded by one son who huys papcerbacks at &
cons, only to discover his dad already has it.,. ?hatf§ cal}ed geometric
growth plus a failure to communicate, Cr something Jilze that. 458
(4
knows what's happening to the Earthis climate? Our tpmparatures were
on the rise a tiny bit before the 'L0s, Since then all the 9arbon di-~
oxide from fossil fuels had addzd to the greenhouse ¢i'i'ect. increasing
the atmogphere by about 12% (since about 1880) and since the 4o's we've
been in a slight decline in temperature. We keep zddineg o the atmos-
Phere with other pollutants, s who knows what mighi habpen.
{{Wecould end up like Venus? Maybe that's what happened to
our sister planet?}3 :

Take the course: If for no other reason than
to discover what the "comic and Ironic" are. That, and Silverberg's
personal vision. Maybe some of your readers would like to chip in to
help defray the costs, then you could enlighten everybody. {{Anybody
who reads Dynatron is beyond enlightcning.$}

Co WeiJohn's column is
interesting. What we're doing is using the wrong materials for the
wrong things., We should be using plastic for permanent stiructures; in-
stead we use plastic that won't burn without polluting for throw-away
containers and wood and metal that wears out for buildings we expect
to last a while, ' :

I can't see how the "cities" he describes would help
much, We'd still have ghettos, only they'd be structured. We have
some of those now. Brasilia sure hasn't worked out too well.

X

MICHAEL T. SHOEMAKER I don't know if I ever mentioned it but last
2123 NORTH EARLY ST. year I took a Literature of Fantasy course at
ALEXANDRTIA, VA. 22302 Catholic University. It was very good mainly

because it concentrated on the mythic and arch-
typal patterns to be found in the works we read. Here is the reading
list: Grimm's Fairy Tales, Le Morte de Arthur, Alice in Woanderland &
Through the Looking GlaSs, The Cruck of Gnld, The Lohbitt & Lozd of the
2ngs, and Out of the Silent Dlanst. Aind this Was & one SemeSter Sourse.
O CoMmsey< P Nad aiready recad most of the items, You WLl crote bnattd
is a very academically safe reading ligt. Yct the teacher said that the
administration refused to let her expand the course to a full year, and
they refused to consider for a moment any "sci-fi" course. So much for

the academic acceptance of SF, ‘rue, th i | 2
but I think the egtent has been_greafly Z§zgé§rg%gg? e e S
ttFrom the name, Catholic University, I would assume that
the school you attended belongs to the Roman Church. One
does not expect acceptance of sciencz fiction or fantasy
by that particular organi ation. The acceptance of stf has
come in non-religious educational institutions, )

Livava

= Cs» We John's
Vvision is a nightmare to my mind and one -that I refuse o cerlously cori~
sider. Remt:ds mz2 of an excellent NET Playhcusz SF produciion of about
5 years ago entitled Home. Of course, reality may be no better. I sus-
pect a cataclysmic solution is almost inevitable,
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It's a funny thing--I never thought I'd ses the day--but in the
last couple of years I've come around to the belief thet SF really has
a very low potential for being great literature, The basic.problem 1
think is in the very nature of the genre, the fact that SIF is not ve?y
mimetic. Because of its imaginative content, mest +&F 15 so far: outside
the reader's experience that there is little chance for the reader to
ldentify with anything in the story, hence there is very little reader
involvement. So I would have to agzree that the i1dea is the most im-
portant element. Since 1t is the imnginative content thatv makes"SF
unique, this is the fecet that shoulid slways be most fully ezploited
(otherwise, the writer might as well go and write Literature instead
ofy S 1¥ahnt?) s

{{£Ah, but dyed-in-the-wool sif readers (raadl "“Bana') . Rave wo

trouble in identifying with elements in stf yarns. 1Is there

a message there?}d ¥

JEFFREY B. XIPPER I don't know what to think of your political
9015 NE 21ST PLACE Sensiblility when you extend. your perversity to
BELLEVUE, WASH. 98004 expressing lhe slogan "Boycott grapes" in the

same tone as you ecxpress "Restore the Czar",
but I guess you can get away with anything in a Science Fiction Fanzine
as opposed to a Farm Workers Fanzine).

The Four Poems by Neal Wilgus
are a delight, They express by sentiments exactly. Ils always stimula-
ting to come into contact with a fellow optimist.

t{You're a member of the Optimists Club, are you?//Inasmuch
as politics make no sensc whatcoever, my political sensibili-
ties are as good as anyone else's. I den't sce anything too
incompatibie in the two interlinos quoted. One expresses an
an Interest in the well-being of the workers and the other an

Interest in the well-being of the arisstoeracy. :.a general in-
terest in keeping everybody well. Sure,

HARRY WARNER Don't they have half-price paperback shops in Albu-
423 SUMMIT AVE querque where ycu can turn in unwanted books for cred-
HAGERSTOWN, MD. 1t slips? Of course ycu begin to clutter up your

21740 house again a3 soon as you cash in the credit slip on

other books, but yvou have the satisfacticn of knowing

that someone lse will get some enizymeznt frem your tooks. Do you really
want them converted into paper bag:; mgll corder lousme advertising and
other representative samples of recycled paper? Unfortunately, all this
is not from experience. I don'i part with a book oiten and whenever I
do, I discover or invent a good recason lfor regire ttdng 18y Yoss: within
Six months or so. It's a good thing I don't have g family to get out-
raged about the mess on the attic which results from this book-hoarding.

£4I think you misread me, The books were turned over to places

where they'd be re-rcad (I hope). Yes we have used paperback

hourses but the idea was to eliminate--not bring in more. Hourses?

They feed paperbacks to ho.ses. Ch, never mind. Our sltuations

are different, Harry--you are not sharing a house with three

other people, )}

I don't think the new "cities" proposed by C. W. John would be nice
Places to live, unless the occupants were restirained by more reszstrictions
and laws and regulations than any dictatorship has ever imnoged on larse
numbers of pecople. Right now we have the beginrings of this kind of 1i-

ving in the form of bullic housing projects, and the decent beople who
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live in them are macde miserable by the trazh in the same buildings.,
Think of the additional tensions that would bte created by all the rules
which would be required to prevent bloodshed. IJmagine the transporta-
tion problem created by a building complex nonzing 50,000 or more peo-
ple: whether private autos or public transportation was used, think of
the mess when everyone left Hr work and returncd from work at more or
less  the ssme time; :the schoof “bus tangles, and -conditions on lcy days.
That many people in a square mile-sized bulldlng would represent a pop-
uiation density perhaps ten times grzaber than - that in the typical town
of today. (The density difference wouldn't be as great comparcd with
the most crowded tenement areas of New York City but most ihhabiltants
of those blocks don't have two cars to a family and they're already as
migerable as the occupants of the new citles would be.

t4John says transpertation difficulties would be minimal as

schools, stores and most places of emplcyment weould be con-

tained within the bullding...these are to be self-conteined

cities. He says he expects most f{actories will be "cyber-

nated." ' Asfor rules atid regulations, yes, they would be strict

and strictly enforced. John has been, I think, studying the

Chinese Legalist school.

Darrell Schweitzer's dislike for Dr. E. E. Smith's stories is be-
coming sort of consplcuous in fanzines nowadays, I'm gradually gainirg
the suspicion that Darrell loves the Skylark and Lenswan novels, re-
reads them constantly, and is adopting this way of proving to himself
that he can't stand them, because they don't fit his standards of
great literature. But I've alzo had a lifelong urge to ask Ray Brad-
bury 1f he has ever read from" teginning to end those literary classics
he keeps raving about.

I like Alexls Gilliland's idea that the space
race could be the modern equivalent for war. Couldn't the United
Spates and Russia harry up and piovide Israel and Egypt with specifica-
tlons and some money for building scme satellites? I don't believe
the Space race to be essentially useless as Alexic does. 1In MENCHE [ IR ok
l}ke to see the United States' share of it stepped up as part of the
flght againet inflation. Instead of appeals to the public to spend
less or a surtax on incecme, Uncle Sam should inpose a 10% sales tax on
evgry type of non-cash tranzaction: ingtalliment plan purchases, re-
Volving charge accounts, credit card uses, and so on, then arply that
mongy to speeding up the first manned flight to Mars and begirining
tests on the technology that will be necided for the first star ships.
g_tgx oneredit Tyt el discourazz people from buying beyord the
11mits of their income and might even drive prices on certain kinds of
merchandise dovnward if demand falls O PSRRI T ) Ve

{{Your idea will
never be adopted, Harry, it makes tos much gense, And you can bet the
country's financial instituticns would really fight any attempt to put
a Speclal tax on credit buying--that's where they make their money.

Anq ldere. Tsrlt ‘o one LGt he 535 nembers of the congress with enough
guts--or honesty--to introduce a bill of that sort.//I certainly
?gree.on_the need for stepping up the space bProgram. How about toscirg
ten million bucks to MIT, CazlTech, and a gEipic sefdothner Tsuel ] SCHOGE S
and telling them, "Find a star drive." I think they could doiit.//
Hof. - LT that speclal tax werc put into effect the revenue would Lozt
likely be used for increased "Wwelfare® programs.  That buvs votes--tihe
Space progrein doesn't.d} :
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AND WE ALSO HEARD FROM: Sheryl Birkhead, Ben Indick, Ross Pavlac (you
are golng to have to do better than that, Ross), Neal Wilgus, Sheryl
Birkhead (what again?), Gil Gaier, Blll Wollenbanger, Darrell Schweit-
zer (I'll probably print that one nextime), Closter Cuthbert, Jake
Thompson and probably some others whose letters are around here some-
where, Would kike to print them all but I've got to leave some room

in this fanzine for

Sneaky, eh? You thought you might get by this issue wilithoul hav-
ing to put up with this nonsense. h, but you should know that these
Sand scribblings would show up somewhore. IF they are not in their
customary place at the front then, ouvimsly, they must ¢ somewhere
else. And if they are somewhere elsc then they ean‘t be in this fan-
Zine at all. Why are you sltting Bhere gtaring ab thislpaget '

is

P

We didn't do much convention-going this year. The lengthy trip
through Canada cancelled out any other traveliing plans. (Speer will
want to know where those pPlans were travelling to.) Ve didn't attend
Westercon or MileHiCon or the worldcon, And that's Probably just as
well., All of the reports I've read on Dlscon indlcate that it was a
mob scene-=-vast herds of people wandering around the place like s le-
glon of zombies., The fans had to put u» special notices on semi-secret
meetings so they could get together for nuclear fizz and talk.

And as
has been the case after the last two or three worldcons there is now
some half-hearted discussion about what can be done to cult the size of
the annual conclave. O0Of course tosging the subject araund betwcen thee
and me really doesn't accoumplish anylthing~-the only people who can do
anything about the size of the worldcons are Lthe conventicn ccamittees
and I rather imagine those worthies are gl k. insfavar vof Shil's 'Cone *T%
@eans more money. Worldcons huve become, at least in the view of the
conventional middle-class fall, a good-sired business with scveral thou-
sand dollars involved. It igup to the convention committees to decide
1f they really want to forego all thouse dollars and get the conventions
down to a more manageable size, L vreally don't know what the solution
1ss I suspect there will have to be some changes in programming, pub-
licity and the way memberships are handled. E:

The 1973 Bubouicon was by
N6 means a large conference; attendance was something over 100. Still
1t was felt thal there were too ary wallins who came malnly out of curi-
osity. This year the cemnittee ellminated local bublicity as much as
possible-~it is difficult to keep the word trom getting around but it
can be minimized--and attendance was down by about 20% from last year.
We had very few walkins, _

Of course the counter-argument to that is that
you are not recruiting anyone new but that argument doesn't hold up. We
had a nuwber of new attendecs this yeur,

Por my own pari I plan %o take
the only personal action I can towards reducing the size of worldecng=--
I won't be attending them. There are far toe many regiona. conferences
to bother with the mob at the world-on.

/4
/
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Denny Tien quotced the LTBRARY JOURHAL a for issves back as saying fanzines wor?
unimportant because they did not discuss tie important issucs of the day. T have gi-
ven considerable thought to this and have decided that his pege will discuss those
important issues. Yes. Nost publications of the LIFRARY JOURNAL type (if Ttve got
the wrong magazine herc I should apologizC...) consider politics to be the most impor-
tant issuc so...

T e
E9'&:2;921‘110 bicnnial ecircus was held recently. BRcre in the rand of
Enchantment the usual gaggle of clowme and crocks filed for publie officg. In the
racc for governor the GOP candidate was baclked by Big 0il, tle Demo candidete was
backed by the organization that docsnit cxist (he ron) and tle ATP candidate was backed
inbo the corncr and forgotten about .
TFLATION

e

I understand there are only two men in
Tashington who fully understand the nroblem--and they dondt agree.

CYPRUS

R L UTELRUSS IS
attacls Turkey from the rear will grecce help?
THE WHITE HOUSE

Ccnsidering irs.
Ford!s reecnt surgery, onc could say that malkes tivo boobs removed from the White
Housc this year.

This concludes our diseussion of the important issucs of tio day.
A
V4
What ever became of flower power and the counter-culture? Earth
Day and concern over the environment? Plans to develop sources of en-
ergy other than oil? p

It would seem to me--but, of course, it won't harpen--that by
their arrogant attitude the "energy companies" are begzing to be na-
Tionalized. Consider the local natural gas distributor here, for ex-
ample. It seems this company has boen cheating the producers for some
time now. The producers have suczd. The distributor has gone Lo the
state public service (ha!) commiszion sna askecd for permission to raise
its rates so it - will be able. to pay the anlicipated judgement
against it,

As T nentioned above the candidate who won the New Mexico
governor's contest had the unofficial backing of the organization that
doesn't exist, The cholce belweern thai outfit and Big Business was
easy to make, We know what they are up to--they are, at least, hones
crooks.

When a society reachcs the point where pecople place more trust
in organized crime than they do in their "legitimate™ inztitutions then
i1t is time to take a good hard look at those institutions.

One of the
speakers at Torcon II faulted SF writers for missing significant trends
--like the rising influence of the Arabs in the world. As recent devel -
opments have shown the world iz lining up behind the Arebs who have the
oll. oUmnz wonders how long it will be Lefore the U.3, decldes that sup-
port of Israel isn't worth whal it Wk e oty Aveit o1l

Or how long
before the industrail nations decide that the gituation would be vastly
improved in the Arabs didia‘t contiol ald v thigt okt z vs ?

Y
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BOCK DEPARTMENT _
Wherein ye ed writes about recent reading because nobody else will.

The Immortals by René Barjeval (William Morrow & Co., 1974, $6.95,239pp)
— TIt'is, I tell you, all a conspliracy. Everything., Conspiracy on
top of conspiracy. It used to be ccnspiracics by evial villailns like
Fu Manchu or The Octopus or Dr Deathk. Nowdays. of course, the evialist
villains anybody cea think of are national governments (usually 4t is

the U.S. goverrment and I explalned the reason for this in a review
scheduled for Sam Long's MAGNIFICENT QWERILYUIOP) and I suppose they

are right.

Shril Bahanba is an Indlan doctor who has devoted hic life
to finding a cure for cancer. Ie finds immertality and It 1S a con=
tagious discase.

The conspiracy? Ah, that's where the great powers get
together to kecep the disease from spreading.

THE IMMORTALS is called
the #1 best selling novel in France. (Is that true Eric Batard?) The
Story has many facets; one of the major thcmes is the love story be-
tween Jeanne and Roland. :
On the whole a rather good book. Somewhat
Preposterous in places but readablo:

Star Smashers of the Galaxy Bargers by Harry Harrison (Berkley, 95¢,
190 pp). Just what it sounds 1ike...campy space opera. TIt's fun in
Places and funny in places (cheddar cheese as the main ccnstituent of a
star drive?) but gets Lo be a drag. Ye3. There is a hardcover edition
of this for $5.95. Don't waste your monev.

4
STRANGE BEDFELLOWS edited by Themas N. Scortia (Pocket Eool:s, 1974,

25 PBys 958 )

A couple of years ago Joseph Elder, I think it was, put
together an anthology titled EPOS IN ORBIT all aboul, he said, sex and
science fiction. It wasn‘t very gocd. Thomas Scortia now hzs a go .at
the same theme with this anthelogy of 19 taleg in which sex is more or
less as much an element of the story as is science. Which, sometimes,
isn't much,

It is rarc these days to find an antholcgy in which all
stories are first rate--most of them are quite uneven in quality and
this one is no exception. Still, it is better overall than the Elder
anthology was,

%

|
STRANGE GODS edited by Roger Flwnood (Pocket Books, 1974, 191pp, 95Z)
According to Bruce Arthurs in GODLESS, Roger now renresents 50%
or thereabouls; of #he SF market. I'all not inpressed. I have seen just
a few of Elwood's anthologies snd thoze Tew have been nothing to dance
the fling over (Hey, Ethel, how does cne dance the ling?). According
to Arthurs, Elwood is something of a fundamentalist Christian and that
has an effect on his choice of stories, I viewed this volume with some
interest then. The intro by George Zebreowski (who he?) goes on at some
length about stf tased on religlon all of which has nothing to do with
this book,. Strange gods, indeced,
If this is an exaupdle of the sori
of anthologies Flwood regularly turns out--I wonder who ig buying them,
AX
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE STARS edited by Terry Carr (Simon & Schuster, 1974,

{ ABEPE 3 5) As repeatedly stated these origlnal anthologies are all
decidedly uneven in content. Terry Carr's laitest "has focused on th?
theme of friendship tetween humans and beings frcm cther dimensiors., '
That's what the blurb writer says anyway. Nine storles here ranglng
from 2 well-done sentimentzl tale of a glrl, a horss end Home, Dream
Done Green by Alan Dzan Foster (a horse 1s an allen creatureﬁfnot in
this part of the country), to an utterly tlah thing called Enjoy, Enjoy
by Frcedierik Pohl--who should know better. Nine ctorles with more ~'s
than +'s, I'm afraid. -

Barry Mszlzberg has a new one nht called Thz Sodom ard Gonorrah Business
1f you care. I don't. The cover blurb Inforns ma-itnzt Malzberg's
sales now total over 5,000,000. (No, it doesn't say 5,000,000 what,)

I wouldn‘t doubt it. The country damull.iof ldtebs:

THE MOTE IN GOD'S EYE by Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle (Simon & Schus-
ter, I974,7 537 1D, $9.95)

"Possibly the finest science fiction novel I
have ever read'- Robert Helnleln" gays the cover blurb and that, one
must acmit, is a trremendous recomucndation. I wouldn't go qulte that
far but this is one hell of a fine science fiction novel. This is a
great filrst contact story--no doub®t zbout it. The background is pos-
sible, the alicns are allen--and cortain scme real jolters--and I don't
really object too much to the ides of an empire complee with royalty
and nobility (when it comes right down to it most peouple scem to DPre-
fer the idea of a K ns e it e bt o - Thame is something here that
Just doesn't come off. Characterization is part of it. There is at
the front of the book g long list of "Dramatis Personze" and, quite
frankly, reading over the list after finishing the story I found ithat
I came up with a blank on most of them. They were in the SEemEyaR il
guess so but they were not porfrayed strongly ecnough to really make an
impression., The Mote In God's Eye is good, no doubt about it--lots of
polnts scored, It will probably be a Hugo contender.  But there is
something about it--and I can't Say what--that leaves me feeliis it

could have becen a hell of a lol belter,
2

A

THE TEACHINGS OF DON JUAN all by Carios Castenada (Pocket Books, 1974,
A SEPABATE REALITY $1e50 esch) These three volunes-~and I be-
JOURNEY TO IXTLAN lieve Castenzda now has a fourth out in hard-

cover--have crcated something of a stir in
various quarters. Thegr deal with Castenada's abprenticesiiin undcer a
Yaqul sorcerer he calls "Don Juan" and his experiments with Pcyote and
other hallucinogenics in an effort o achieve a view of ths old Indian's
View of things as they arec. Or as they seem to be while under the in-
fluence of drugs., Castenads's books are certainly interesting from the
point of view of the anthropclogict as they give a view of a little
known culture. There seems to be some question, though, as to just how
much reality there is involved here and how much of it comes from Cas-
tenada's imagination.

Awful lot ofwviewing going on in that Paragraph.

Sighs: I think I'11 do like Schweitzer--~reread the I, ns saga., Cr
betler still the works of e MemELBh o Y egs
K4
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Yes, yes, I know those are half-hearted and uniateresting book re-
views but there is far tco much heli-leurted and uninteresting science
fiction being published these dsys. The best thirg I've found Bvre=
cent months is Ballentine's Ihe Best of Stanley G. Weinbaum, 306 pages
for $1.65. Weinbaum's stories were written baclk in biio 1930s ard reads
better than anything that the new gereration of stf writers is turning
out. It is a bit dated in plazes, Welnbaun's materisl, but the olad
SoW still comes through. And, no, it is not just becanse I am being
nostaleic and fondly remembering the days of my youth., . ‘A Jot of the
storles written back then were bad, Loo. But when you get fens who
are-noading thede sBorlcs sfor the Tirst tine, Vandeman, Blék F:iten,
and Eené Tackett come immediately to mind, exclaiming over the excell-
ence of these stories then it has to be something other thun nostal?ia.
It would behoove today's writers of relevant speculative fiction to
study the works of Stanley G. Weinbaum...naybe they'll get some pointers

on how to write science fiction.
Looking over various fanzines, par-

ticularly Donn Brazier's excellent TITLE, one can't telp noticing the
Parallels along which fen move. Ve are, 99% of ys,s middle class and at
one time or another dabble in the offbeat ard glamour occurations. Donn
hotes, for pxample, thal he at one time was moderator for a televisiocn
Panel of teen~age book reviewers, Some 20 Oor more years ago I had weck-
ly programs on three different radio stations in Ogden, Utah. All
public service-type stuff. ‘ '

During the latter stages of the Korean War
the Marine Corps was attempting to rebuild its reserve units and I was
one of those who was sent to Ogden to re-ecstablish the reserve there.
Working with the reserves involves a lot of public relgtiglis;sa 1ot of
ldentification with the local community. Publiclity is the name. of the
game and I ground out vast numbers of 'hews releases" for the local
papers, spent a lol of time spealing before local organizations and
was on the air three nights a 1:eck.

One show was a teen-age panel dis-
cussion of questions of interest to teen-agers. Why teen-agers? Ob-
Viously this was the age group from which we hoped to recrulit rezerves,
The second show was a typical dJ thing~-records with plugs for the Re-
Serve unit sandwiched in between. The third was an interview show
on which I talked to various "civie deaderst, s My /Tlret oJobs. after ileny-
}n the service were zlso in broadcastirng, bolh radio and television,

1 stayed with it about g year before moving on into industrial electron-
ics and then to civil Service., Thal's anolher farnnish characteristic--
we maydabple around in the glaucur professions but acs we get older we
move to nice, safe, mundane Jobs where the pay is bettcr. It is a mid-
dle class characteristic and fans are, ror all their vaunted individu-
allty and independence, very much, for the most vart, middle-class con-
formists
Harry Warner frequently expresses concern over the expansion

of fanzine distribution outeide the conventional bounds of fandom. Fan-
zlines, espegially since the appearance of Wertham's book, are belng
?fﬁ%htogﬁe%lgizii%ﬁt %nigciﬁ}Fiefllmundane.cpllgctors agdiothers of that
o find I ﬂqqmoifipdacith d:ffj;ﬂs acgualntcnugs mighu'pe gurprised
. doﬁ't asgeciabe w1 ﬁ“du.mdny might conslde; another nut group,
See where there isg anything to fear. And with ti.. increasing
igig;cgizél%:yaofezsi?pc? fict}on'gnd its acceplance by academia T don't

g : Asonabie fear auymore elther, The days viaen rezding
Science fiction was considered odd and rather disreputavle are gone, s
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Neil Armstrong's one small step and the zolemn pontif;catlng O
- that great father figure of the alrways, Walter Cronkite, insured that,
for the present, at least,

As for the fanzinez, they are rather innocu-
ous filled for the most part with trivia, Thiey may well be spreading
out into the mundane world but that should be of no concern to anyone.
The worst that can be said abvout tiaem is that some of the material may
be in questionable taste but I doubi that anyone outside of fandom--and
few people in fandom--atiachegs any lmport to them. Donn Brazler ex-
bresses some concern that some sor!: of censorship of fanzines might
couwe about but that is quite far-fetched,

.- L wouldn't be suxzvris:d to
secy & fHorw oy Geneorship applicd to prozines, though, and evern, perhaps,
to the worldscon., The brozines practiced censorship on their stories
for years, of course, when they thcught that o large percentage of the
buyers were juveniles, Presumably the marke: is more adult thess days
and so are the stories...cr at leaat some of them., (We could got into
2 discuzsion on what constitutes an adult story. )

But censorship of the

worldcon?? Oh, come now, Tackett, Don't be 8illy.

¥ Let me offer a hypo-
thetical case. Suppose that over half of the market for sclence fic-
tion stories was dominated by one édlitor. And sSupposc this one editor
had, shall we say, strong fundamentalist Christian leanings. There
could be, possibly, a number of things about a worldcon he might find
offensive. He could demand that the commitice change itgs Programming
to suit his tastes. Could he make it stick? He -could tell the PGS oo
elther you back me on this or I don't buy any more of your stories. And
without the support of the pros there wouidn't be much of a worldcon.
All hypothetical, of course. I can'lt really imagine such a situvation

arising. o o . Gy
- Can you? T el
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